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State of North Carolina
Department of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention



Stephen Penny Appointed as Chief Court Counselor for the Fourth Judicial District 

Date: July 14, 2003

Raleigh, NC - The North Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention announced today that Stephen Penny has been hired as Chief Court Counselor for the Fourth Judicial District, which consists of Onslow, Duplin, Sampson and Jones Counties. 

"We are fortunate to have Steve become part of our team. He is most qualified to lead intervention/prevention efforts for the Department in these counties," says Donn Hargrove, Assistant Secretary for the Intervention/Prevention Division. "With his experience in juvenile justice, children and families in District 4 will certainly benefit from his leadership."

Stephen has served as Acting Chief of the Fourth District since January. He brings to his position 26 years of experience in juvenile justice, having worked as a lead court counselor, intensive court counselor and intake counselor in the 4th Judicial District. 

Stephen Penny is excited to have been appointed to be Chief Court Counselor of the 4th District and is looking forward to continuing and improving success. "Our children are the future leaders of the state. There are times when children and their families encounter problems, and they deserve the very best professional guidance that we can provide. Through years of experience and education we have realized that the Department of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention's new comprehensive strategy is the most effective treatment plan. Through our JCPC funded programs we now have the tools for early intervention and for providing the needed services for a child and a family within the local community. I feel very fortunate to be selected as Chief Court Counselor, and I hope to provide positive effective leadership for the 4th judicial district. My ultimate goal is to lead a great professional staff so that we can have a positive impact on our children's lives." 

Stephen received his Bachelor of Science Degree from Norwich University in 1972. Upon graduation, he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the United States Marine Corps. While in the Marine Corps, he obtained a Master of Arts Degree in Psychology and Counseling from Pepperdine University. While working as a court counselor, Stephen returned to Graduate School at East Carolina University and received a second Master's Degree in Child Development and Family Relations. While employed as a court counselor Stephen continued to serve as a member of the Marine Corps Reserve. Stephen retired as a Lieutenant Colonel after 25 years of service. 
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