[image: image1.png]



State of North Carolina
Department of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention



Wake County Youth Help DJJDP Celebrate Third Birthday 
Date: July 18, 2003

Raleigh, NC- The NC Department of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention celebrated its 3rd year in operation with youths from the Summer of Service program at Carroll Middle School in Raleigh today. The Summer of Service Program consists of youth who are from Support Our Students, 4-H Community programs, and Healthy Mothers-Babies. The program, funded in part by DJJDP, gives youth a safe place to go during the summer months when school is out. The middle school students participate in community service projects, as well as learn educational and life skills. 

Amidst cake, cupcakes, and smiling faces, Secretary Sweat thanked the program youth, aged 11-15, for helping DJJDP celebrate its 3rd birthday. "We are so glad to have these youth help us celebrate our 3rd birthday," remarked Sweat. "The youth in our state are the reason why we do our jobs daily. We have the goal of helping them set a path of success for the future and I am confident that all of the youth here are on that path. They are our future leaders." 

The Department of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention employs close to two thousand employees and has court offices in all one hundred counties. With a state-operating budget of $130 million, it works to promote public safety and juvenile delinquency prevention, and treatment through a seamless, comprehensive juvenile justice system. Recently, the department was cited as being a national model for its efforts in building a comprehensive juvenile justice system at the local level through the work of the juvenile crime prevention councils, which fund programs such as Summer of Service. 

DJJDP also operates 5 youth development centers and 10 detention centers throughout North Carolina. DJJDP touched the lives of 1.4 million school-aged youth last year through the work of DJJDP's Center for the Prevention of School Violence. Approximately, 102,000 youth encountered North Carolina's juvenile justice system last year through direct interaction with Juvenile Crime Prevention services, Support Our Students after-school programs, Governor's One-on-One mentoring programs, Eckerd camps, multipurpose juvenile homes, Camp Woodson, Center for the Prevention of School Violence, and juvenile court services. 

"I am incredibly proud to be a part of DJJDP, and to be an advocate for troubled youth" stated Secretary Sweat. "We are confident that we have begun to connect the pieces for success and are committed to making sure that the juvenile justice system which serves North Carolina is one that will be seamless, comprehensive, and effective."

In 2002 the department announced a 2.6 percent drop in juvenile crime, and a reduction in youth development center admissions. When DJJDP was formed three years ago, e-mail was non-existent in the field offices and all juvenile data was hand collected. This year, DJJDP unveiled its new North Carolina Juvenile Online Information Network system (NC-JOIN). The network is a web-based system that allows DJJDP staff to track the progress and placement of court-involved youth as they proceed through the juvenile justice system. For the first time, all of state's youth development center schools fully participated in the ABCs of Public Education accountability program, and met expected growth. 
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